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December 2021 Program 
Tuesday, December 7 at 7 p.m. 

Sandy Ridge Reservation, Perry F. Johnson Wetland Center 
Note that meetings are subject to local Covid regulations 

Birding Game Night at Sandy Ridge 
Tim Fairweather 

 

 
as Sandy Ridge Reservation 

 

Tim Fairweather has been a naturalist with the Lorain County 
Metro Parks for 32 years. He started as a seasonal worker with 
summer camps in 1989. Later, he worked full-time at French 
Creek Nature Center for 10 years before being appointed Park 
Manager and Senior Naturalist at Sandy Ridge Reservation prior 
to its opening in October 1999. 
 Tim credits the local birding community for its enthusiasm 
over the difficult last two years. The spots have been filled 
despite the challenges and limited numbers allowed for bird 
walks due to Covid restrictions. His annual Big Sit event at Sandy 
Ridge helped him raise $2,000 for Second Harvest Food Bank. 
 His December program will once again be about having fun 
with birding knowledge and trivia. It will also focus on some of 
the highlights from the past two years at Sandy Ridge through a 
short photo program. 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT PLANS
 

Black River Audubon Society will again offer Christmas Bird Counts 
(CBC) this year to its members and take a cautious approach with 
COVID-19 still a concern. 
 Specifically, this means 1) count areas will be assigned by the count 
organizer through email; 2) participants will submit their count data by 
email or phone to the organizer; 3) participants are encouraged to count 
or carpool with others they know and to use masks and/or social 
distance as they judge appropriate.  
 All who wish to take part must first contact the organizer for the 
area that they wish to count. To take part in the Elyria area count on 
Saturday, December 18, contact Marty Ackermann at 608-334-2552 or 
at martin.ackermann@oberlin.edu.  
 For the Wellington area count on January 2, 2022, contact Paul 
Sherwood at 419-202-6080 or at pdsstrix@aol.com.  
 In the event local pandemic conditions lead to tighter restrictions or 
bans on gatherings, call the organizer of your count for updates. 

 

 
OCTOBER FIELD TRIP REPORT 

Lights Out Cleveland 
By Paul Sherwood 

 
The October 16th downtown portion of the planned field trip to learn 
about the Lights Out Cleveland program was cut short due to bad 
weather. However, Tim Jasinski, Wildlife Rehabilitation Specialist of 
the Lake Erie Nature and Science Center, gave 
rehab unit. 
 Lights Out Cleveland volunteers collect injured birds that have hit 
downtown buildings and bring them to the Center for rehabilitation. 
Jasinski showed us birds that were being fed and cared for prior to their 

Live birds were weighed and assessed while the dead were set aside for 
later processing. Hopefully, we will be able to follow the entire process 
of this important program in the future. 
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BARRED OWL 
Strix varia 

By Barbara Baudot 
 
Barred owls may be the most common species of owls in North 

,
who cooks for you  call is familiar throughout the eastern 

half of the USA and southern Canada.   
 It is believed that anti-slavery activist Harriet Tubman, an avid 
naturalist, used different calls of barred owls to communicate with 
people seeking to use the Underground Railroad. Depending on the 
call, freedom-seekers would know whether it was safe to come out of 
hiding. 
 Although primarily nocturnal, these owls can be seen hunting at 

 
these distinctive calls coming from the old growth woods and tree-lined 
swamps behind our homes. In suburban areas of Ohio, statistics 
indicate that 41% of the barred owl range is forested, 29% is low-
density residential, and less than 15% is pasture.    
 These attractive owls, with penetrating dark brown eyes and brown-
striped plumage, are usually unnoticed when flying noiselessly over 
clearings or under thick woodland canopies.  Generally sedentary, they 
spend their days roosting on old tree branches where they perch to wait, 
scan the ground, and listen for prey.  Pinpointing a meal, they swoop 
down to clutch their talons around small mammals, mice, voles, or 
sometimes small birds and amphibians.  
 Pairs mate for life, raising one brood each year. Barred 
owls become ferociously territorial once they establish nests and rear 
two to three chicks.  Even when able to fly after twelve weeks, the 

ar, remaining to be nurtured by their parents for 

climb back up, using their bill and talons to hold on to the bark, 
flapping their wings for balance.   Once chicks finally fly away, females 
establish their own territories next to their mate. 
 Barred owls are both predators and prey.  Birds recognizing barred 
owls as predators include small songbirds, crows, and woodpeckers 

 
predator is the great horned owl. Barred owls are a species of low 
conservation concern.  Their breeding population is estimated to be 3.4 
million.   
 



5

 

 
Barred Owl 

(Photo courtesy of Cynthia Rand, Audubon Photography Awards) 
 

 Until the 20th century, the sedentary, non-migrating barred owls 
remained in their own territories in eastern North America.  With the 
return of woodlands and the extensions of suitable habitat, these owls 
gradually spread across North America and down the Pacific coast.  
This expansion has been to the peril of the spotted owl [Strix 
occidentalis] which is being displaced by or hybridized by the barred 
owl. Spotted owls cannot exist without old-growth forest, but with the 
invasion of barred owls, the two species are competing for the same 
space.   Only slightly larger, barred owls are more aggressive, multiply 
four times faster, and live more densely in small forest spaces. 
  In a controversial action to prevent the annihilation of spotted owls, 
1,700 barred owls in Oregon were culled by U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
officials.  The success of this policy was measured in increasing 
numbers of spotted owls in selected areas. The hope is to forestall 
further declines in spotted owl populations and gain time for these owls 
to defend their territory. 
References: Barred owl in Wikipedia; Barred owl in All About Birds; audubon.org/news/10-fun-
facts-about-barred owl; Barred owl; Audubon Ornithological Biography, Vol. 1, p. 242, Vol. 5, 
p. 386; animaldiversity.org/accounts/Strix_varia; fws.gov/oregonfwo; animal 
diversity.org/accounts. 
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BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE 
Parus atricapillus 
By Jim Jablonski 

One day, while working at my computer beneath an open window, I 

in, but I eventually realized that it was an alarm warning of a hawk in 
the area. 
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 I quickly looked at the large bush beneath the window and, sure 
enough, there was a lone black-capped chickadee perched at the end of 
a branch, looking upward, repeating its call. I glanced into the nearby 
silver maple tree for the reason
frustrated. 
 It was a fascinating scene, a hawk and brave little chickadee in a 

chickadees do; they protect their fellow songbirds from predators. 
 small black, gray, 
and white backyard bird. The chickadee is admired for its 
hyperactivity, interest in everything, all-around cuteness and, yes, even 
its courage to confront predators for the good of the passerine 
community. Species without alarm calls of their own know and respond 

 
 in it as 
migrating songbirds, such as kinglets, warblers, and even 
woodpeckers, associate temporarily with them. Perhaps the affinity of 
others for them may be for the protection their alarm calls provide or 

All About Birds website even suggests that birders look for chickadees 
in hope of seeing migrants. 
 Known for its intelligence, the chickadee has a strange way of 
maintaining it. Every autumn, some of its information-carrying brain 
neurons die. They are replaced with new ones that enable them to adapt 
to changes in their flock and environment. 
 -capped chickadee has certainly adapted to a 
wide variety of habitats. Its range extends from the southern borders of 
Colorado and Utah into Alaska and across North America from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific. Its range overlaps that of its cousin the Carolina 
chickadee in central Ohio. 
 Ten species of chickadees and their titmouse cousins live 
throughout North America, surviving the worst of winter weather. 
Their habit of storing seeds and dead insects in holes or tree bark and 
sleeping in cozy tree cavities help explain their endurance. 
 The black-
throughout its widespread range. This tiny, intelligent, feisty bird has 
certainly proven its adaptability. 
References: - nn Kaufman, 

-  
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The Scarlet Macaw: Central American Icon 
By Jim Jablonski 

 

 
Scarlet Macaw, Costa Rica 
(Photo by Jim Jablonski) 

 
Five years ago, I traveled to Costa Rica with a tour group. Among 
many reasons for the trip, I wanted to see the two most iconic 
animals of Central America--the scarlet macaw and the red-eyed 
tree frog. I missed the latter but the macaw I saw on my second 
day in the country.  
 The group stopped for lunch and as soon as we got out of the 
bus, I spotted the macaws. They were every bit as spectacular as 
I expected. But they were in a tree above a parking lot! Naïve as 
I am, I thought the bird must be so common that some even hang 
out in unlikely places.  Not so. I never saw another over the two-
week trip. 
 are sadly declining in 
Central America, where it is widely pictured in tour brochures, 
due to habitat loss to agriculture and urban development. 
Fortunately, they are still widespread and considered to be of 

in of South 
America. At least for now. 
 Perhaps the pair I enjoyed and photographed were semi-feral. 
Nonetheless, they were still a treat to see--even in a parking lot. 
Reference:  macao  IUCN Red List of threatened species as referenced. 
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