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Every day in YourTown, we spotlight
a different Lorain County community:
MONDAY: Avon/Avon Lake
TUESDAY: Amherst/Vermilion/South Amherst
WEDNESDAY: Wellington/Oberlin
THURSDAY: North Ridgeville
FRIDAY: Grafton/LaGrange/Columbia
SATURDAY: Lorain/Sheffield/Sheffield Lake
TODAY: Elyria/Elyria Township
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Group plants trees at Audubon park
Lisa Roberson
The Chronicle-Telegram

ELYRIA — When the late Jack
Smith donated three parcels of
land to Elyria seven years ago,
he envisioned a park off West
Bridge Street that would be a
perfect place to sit and appreciate nature.
“This is a small parcel, but it
will make a nice little community park by the Black River,”
Smith said then.
Saturday, a group of volunteers from the Black River
Audubon Society, Elyria Sunshine Rotary and Elyria High
School’s National Honor Society and Key Club did their part
to help the more than 7-yearold park further mature into
the nature haven Smith imagined. With a grant from the
National Audubon Society’s
Burke Trees for Birds program,
the local club planted a dozen
trees at the park.
Mayor Holly Brinda was one
of the first to turn a shovel of
dirt, helping to plant a young

chestnut oak tree.
“I hope my grandchildren
can one day come back and see
this tree,” she said.
Brinda, who also was on
hand seven years ago to dedicate the park alongside Smith,
who died in 2012 at the age of
85, said the Black River
Audubon Park is a perfect addition to the area as it is just a
stone’s throw from the city’s
downtown. With the goal of
having more people live, work
and enjoy the area, Brinda said
downtown Elyria has to offer
more amenities that speak to
quality of life.
“We want spaces like this for
folks to come and enjoy,” she
said.
Jim Jablonski, Black River
Audubon Society president,
said the club was glad to get
the grant, which allowed it to
plant native species trees at
Black River Audubon Park and
West Park, through a donation
to Sunrise Rotary.
“I always thought the best

thing to do with this little plot
of land was to make it a nature
reserve right in the heart of the
city,” he said. “I think the
National Audubon Society
thought the same thing, a
beautiful park right in an
industrial part of the city.
Andy Lance, Black River
Audubon Society conservation
chairman, said each sapling
picked for the area will attract
multiple bird species to the
park.
“Most have edible berries or
nuts for the birds and are longliving native trees to this area,”
he said.
In addition to a variety of
bird-attracting native trees,
Black River Audubon Society,
which partnered with the Western Reserve Land Conservancy,
also planted shrubs, milkweed
and wildflowers.
“Diversity is good in society
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and in trees,” Jablonski said.
Elyria High School seniors and Early College Program members Paige Keim, 17, left,
Contact Lisa Roberson at 329-7121
or lroberson@chroniclet.com.

and Zoe Gonzalez, 17, help plant trees and shrubbery with the Black River Audubon
Society at Black River Audubon Park, 360 West Bridge St., Elyria, on Saturday morning.

STUFF TO DO
Through August

Tuesday

Lorain County Historical Society
museums: The Hickories, 509
Washington Ave., Elyria, will have guided
tours, 1 to 4 p.m. Tuesdays through
Fridays; and 1 to 3 p.m. the first and
third Saturdays. Guided tours at Lorain
County History Center, 284 Washington
Ave., Elyria, are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Tuesdays through Fridays and other
times by appointment. Admission is
$5 for adults; $3 for youths 13 to 18
years; and $2 for children 6 to 12 years.
Johnson Family Library is open to the
public 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fridays only or
by appointment. Admission is $5 daily
fee for non-members. For more
information, call (440) 322-3341 or visit
lchs.org.

Chicks Against Hunger benefit 6 to
9 p.m. at Smitty’s Place, 364 East Bridge
St., Elyria, will be accepting donations to
help raise needed food and money
donations to benefit the Lorain County
Office on Aging. Admission is nonperishable food donations with each
donation weighed upon entry to the
event, and the donor bringing in the
heaviest donation will win a prize.
Smitty’s will provide free appetizers, and
a cash bar will be available along with
more than 40 baskets for a Chinese raffle
and silent auction. The event will include
food, games and activities. Chicks
Against Hunger can be reached by
contacting Kim McDonald at (440) 2254772 or email at krall.kim@gmail.com.
For information on LCOOA services, call
(440) 326-4800.

Through June 18
Mindfulness sessions, 5:30 to
6:30 p.m., Mondays at University
Hospitals Avon Fitness Center,
Conference Room, 1997 Healthway
Drive, Avon, participants will receive an
introduction to the principles of
mindfulness through the use of formal
and informal practices that can train the
mind and body to the awareness of
paying attention in the present moment,
on purpose and without judgment. There
will be no session May 28. Cost is $120
and includes CD and workbook. To
enroll, call the center at (440) 988-6801.

Friday
Haiti benefit concert, 7 to 9 p.m. at
Fuller Road Community Church, 321
Fuller Road, Jim Tolley and The Top Dogs
will feature old rock, country and western
music. A donation of $4 will be collected
at the door.

Saturday

Barbecue chicken or rib dinners,
noon to 6 p.m. at Grenadier Club, 1519
West Ave., Elyria, $12 for rib dinner or
$10 for chicken dinner. To orders, call
(440) 213-5137. TST Productions is
sponsoring this event.
Today
Community dinner, 1 to 3 p.m. at
Tomato plant give-a-way, 9 to 11 a.m. Elyria Seventh-Day Adventist Church,
9652 Murray Ridge Road, Elyria, is free
and 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
and open to the public. For reservations,
respectively at Cornerstone United
call (440) 322-1707 and include number
Methodist Church, 2949 West River
of guests attending.
Road, Elyria; the missions team will give
Food pantry, noon to 2 p.m. at Christ
two cherry tomato plants per household
Church, 1420 S. Abbe Road, Elyria, will
along with instructions for planting from
have the distribution of groceries for the
Hawks Greenhouse, Elyria. For more
Copyrightcall
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Leukemia, lymphoma and myeloma

dropped off at The Center for Body, Mind
and Spirit. Clothing items will not be
accepted. The Center provides free
supportive services to anyone touched
by cancer, no matter where patients
receive treatment. For more information,
call (440) 324-0480.

June 12
Senior Lunch Bunch, noon to
1:30 p.m. at Cornerstone United
Methodist Church, 2949 West River
Road, Elyria, the program is open to all
area seniors 60 and older. Information for
seniors will be presented with a light
lunch provided. For more information,
call (440) 324-1202.

June 16
Community breakfast, 9 to 10:30 a.m.
at Cornerstone United Methodist Church,
2949 West River Road, Elyria, is free and
open to the public. For more information,
call (440) 324-1202.
Garage sale, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
St. Francis Cabrini Parish, 2143
Homewood Drive, Lorain, donations are
being accepted during pantry hours
7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. the second, third
and fourth Saturdays of the month or by
prior arrangement by calling Carl at (440)
277-7266. Table rental is available for
individuals or groups.

June 23
Community field day, 1 p.m.,
11 Riverside Homes, South Side, Elyria,
will feature local vendors, kid activities,
music, bounce house and more. For
more information, call (440) 458-2311.

June 30
Basketball tournament, 1 to 6 p.m.,
South Recreation Center gym, 101 S.
Park Drive, Elyria, is open to ages 18 and
older at a cost of $2 admission and entry
fee of $10. The event will include a guest,
food and disc jockey. To register, call
(440) 458-2311.

office at (440) 233-8181.
Community Bookshelf at Elyria Arts
Council, 336 Broad St., Elyria, is a free
service for all age groups to promote
reading skills. Participants may keep the
book or pass it on or bring another book
for replacement.
Free online Bible study is open to
anyone that’s interested in learning what
the Bible is about in the comfort of their
own home with helps and online friends.
For registration and/or more information,
visit bibleblessings.worldbibleschool.org.
Blood pressure self-monitoring
program of Lorain County at Elyria
Central Branch Library, 320 Washington
Ave., Elyria; also Elyria West River
Branch Library, 1194 West River Road
N., Elyria, will be during library business
hours that will help determine blood
pressure level. Participants can take
blood pressures daily and keep track of
the reading by writing down the numbers
in the blood pressure wallet card
provided in the library kit and share
results with a health care provider.
Participants may join the YMCA’s blood
pressure self-monitoring program or
send an email to HealthyLiving@
ClevelandY.com. For more information or
registration, call Linda at (216) 509-3480.
“Boxes from Home” to deployed
personnel of any military branch are
available free of charge. Sponsored by
the Altar and Rosary Society of St.
Vincent de Paul Church, 41295 North
Ridge Road, Elyria, To submit information
to have a loved one or friend receive a
box, provide name, rank, branch of
service and overseas mailing address by
calling Dorothy at (440) 984-2192.
“Discover Your Spiritual Gift,” a book
written by Joseph L. Gause, pastor,
Mount Olivet Church, 626 Lorain Blvd.,
Elyria, is available at the church or visit
www.amazon.com. For more information,
call (440) 366-5793.
Marathon of Rosaries to Protect the
Unborn is 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. first
Saturday of the month in the Eucharistic
chapel of St. Anthony of Padua Church,
1339 E. Erie Ave., Lorain. A new rosary
prayer is conducted every half-hour. For

Free classes in biblical studies, 6 to
9 p.m. Thursday at Full Gospel
Ministries, 2505 Leavitt Road, Lorain.
The program is open to all adults. For
more information or to register, call (216)
991-8829 or email neoschoolof
ministry@yahoo.com.
Vaccine clinic weekdays, 8:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m., Monday, Tuesday and Friday
at Lorain County General Health District,
9880 S. Murray Ridge Road, Elyria, will
administer immunization shots for
children, teens and adults offered by the
Lorain County Public Health. Children
younger than age 18 must be
accompanied by a parent or guardian.
Bring current immunization record,
insurance card and cash or check. Walkins are welcome. For appointments, call
(440) 284-3206.
Lorain County fitness are 5:30 p.m. at
the following:
I Mondays at Lorain County Metro
Parks Splash Zone, 95 W. Hamilton St.,
Oberlin.
I Thursdays at Mercy Health and
Recreation Center, 47160 Hollstein Drive,
Amherst.
There is no cost to attend and all
fitness levels are welcome. For more
information on Lorain County fitness
walks, call (440) 322-6367 of visit Twitter
@LorainCoHealth or Facebook at Lorain
County General Health District.
Elyria unit of the NAACP meets 7 p.m.
the second Monday of each month at
City Hall, 131 Court St., third floor, Elyria.
Interested parties are encouraged to
attend.
Najia Foundation Gun Awareness
and support meetings are 7 p.m. the
second Wednesday of each month in the
community room at the Elyria Police
Station, 18 West Ave. For information,
call (440) 385-0291.
Senior exercise, 10 a.m. Tuesday and
Friday in the gym at St. John Lutheran
Church, 1140 West River Road, N., free
and open to the
public.by
(If TECNAVIA
Elyria Schools
Powered
are closed because of inclement weather,
senior exercise will also be canceled).

